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11. Summary of the new findings of the thesis: 


This multiple case study aimed at investigating teachers’ perceptions and practices of ESP teaching as well as contextual factors affecting their thoughts and instructional behaviors at some Vietnamese contexts. Data were collected from the three main research instruments including semi-structured interviews, classroom observations and post-class observation interviews. 

The findings showed that the teachers in this study used their intuition to assess their students’ needs and strongly oriented to the knowledge transmission. Additionally, those teachers’ practices, which were mainly characterized by Grammar Translation Method, were in accordance with their perceptions towards the transmission of knowledge. The consistency in those teachers’ thinking and instructions were explained by the three main influential factors including their lack of expert theories and professional development activities; available sources as institutional guiding norms; and a number of guiding authorities. 

Although this study does not aim at generalizing the findings to the whole context of Vietnam, it is supposedly meaningful in depicting the picture of ESP teaching in some Vietnamese contexts. Compared to the previous studies, the major contribution of this study lies in the interpretation of teachers’ cognition and their actions in light of their agency and their teaching ownership. Besides, by placing the teachers’ perceptions and practices in the interrelated network of different contextual scales, this study argues that changing one single factor in the system could be insufficient to alter those teachers’ beliefs and instructional behaviors. From the findings, some implications about theory, research and policy are offered.
12. Practical applicability, if any: 

In theory, the study adds evidence to the verification of Alzaanin’s (2014) Cognitive-Ecological Model (CEM) in different research contexts. Moreover, it calls for the consideration of teachers’ perceptions and practices in light of various contextual factors from different scales and in relation to students’ learning outcomes. 

Besides, the qualitative multiple-case approach adopted for this study will make a methodological contribution to the lack of classroom-based qualitative studies which have not been well-established within the context of Vietnam. In this study, details about data collection instruments and procedures of data analysis might be useful for Vietnamese researchers to conduct similar studies regarding to teachers’ cognition and practices.

Additionally, in practice, the study is significant in raising the awareness of ESP teachers of their own teaching. Through the cases of the teachers in this study, other ESP teachers in relatable contexts may have opportunities to reflect on their own teaching and to awaken their agency and ownership in teaching. The findings given in this study not only help the researcher to answer the initial questions and to find specific solutions for her own situation but also bring about suggestions for other contexts in Vietnam. 

Finally, the findings of this study will shed more light on reality of ESP teaching in the country as well as contextual factors that influence teachers’ perceptions and instructional behavior. This might help to stimulate discussion and promote further work among teacher educators and policy makers with respect to the improvement of ESP teaching quality in Vietnamese context.

13. Further research directions, if any: 
The fulfillment of this research opens a number of further research avenues. Firstly, extending the scope of the study to other disciplines such as Business, Engineering, Law and Construction might help to deepen understanding about perceptions and practices of ESP teachers working in different Vietnamese contexts. Secondly, longitudinal studies should be conducted with more observations of teachers’ practices over a long period of time. This might help the researchers observe teachers’ instructional behaviors consistently. Thirdly, comparing the perceptions and practices of teachers before and after some professional training courses under some action research might be another possibility. Finally, since this study only focuses on depicting the picture of ESP teaching through the lenses of ESP teachers, in the future, it is also worthwhile to explore perspectives of different stakeholders such as students, administrators, policy makers and employers so as to gain understanding of a more comprehensive picture of ESP teaching in Vietnamese contexts.
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